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Memo

To:
Maths/statistics Students
From:
Mr Amarichman (President of AMARICHMAN Corporations)
Date:
May 15, 2009
Re:
Design of a clinical trial
Hello,
I am writing to ask for your advice. My scientists think they have discovered a new ‘wonder drug’ which can be used to treat headaches. We think it will be much more effective than other pain killers such as paracetamol, but we need to test this theory.

I do not have much experience in designing clinical trials which is why I need your help. If we designed a trial to test the new drug, what sort of things do I need to consider? For example, can we just hand out the new drug and ask patients to feed back their thoughts in a few weeks? Or do we need a more structured plan of action? What sort of things would the plan detail? In particular, would we need to ask patients whether their headache had gone, or would we ask them to rate the level of improvement in the headache? 
If you could let me know your thoughts on this, it would be very much appreciated.
Kind regards

Mr Am-a-rich-man
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